
TEST REVIEW – Homer’s Odyssey  
Unit 2 Test 2 – The Epic, Archetypes, and the Monomyth 

 
I. Archetypes 
 

 Be able to identify and interpret examples of the following archetypes in the Odyssey: 
o Temptress 
o Good Mother 
o Soul Mate 
o Wise One/Mentor 
o Loyal Retainer 
o Sunset 

o Sunrise 
o Whirlpool 
o Underworld 
o Magic Weapon 
o Island 
o Quest 

o Task 
o Supernatural 

Intervention 
o Ritual 
o Sleep/the Void 

 

 Be able to analyze the Monomyth (hero’s journey) within the Odyssey.  
o Call to Adventure 
o Crossing the Threshold 
o Supernatural Aid 
o Road of Trials 

o Atonement with the Father 
o Ultimate Boon 
o The Freedom to Live 
o The Master of the Two Worlds 

 
II. Plot Comprehension 
 

 Know who the following characters are, what they do, and why they are important. 
o Odysseus 
o Penelope 
o Telemachus 
o Laertes 
o Eurycleia 

o Eumaeus 
o Athena/Mentes 
o Melanthius 
o Melantho 
o Antinous 

o Eurymachus 
o  Amphinomus 
o Polyphemus 
o Charybdis 
o Scylla 

o Circe 
o Tiresias 
o Argos 

 
III. Analysis 
 

 Be able to identify and interpret ALL literary elements from sets #1 and #2, with particular emphasis on the 
terms in set #2 that relate to epics and mythology.  Be able to explain what a particular literary element is 
doing in the text.  

 Know the meaning and significance of Greek concepts: hubris, metis, xenia, nostos, kleos. Consider the 
relationship between those concepts. 

 Know the epic hero traits and how Odysseus fulfills them. 

 Be able to analyze motifs and character motivations in the epic. 

 Be able to use the text to draw conclusions about Greek customs and culture. 

 Be able to identify and analyze epic conventions in the text.  

 STUDY YOUR ANNOTATIONS AND NOTES.  They will help. In some cases, they will give you information 
that is on the test.  In most cases, though, they will help refresh you on the ways of thinking you will need to 
perform on the test. 

 
IV. Cold Read 
 

 You will have a cold read with AP-style multiple choice questions on this test. A good understanding of the 
literary concepts and your analytical skills will be all that you need. 

 
  

 


